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In Christ’s Name
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A Thank you to Our Supports

“It is not up to us to finish
the work, but neither are
we free not to take up the
work of helping redeem a
very broken world....
and with much prayer
may we continue that
work until that great day
Christ makes everything
right and glorious. And
we, with a great shout,
can lay our work down
once and for all.”

David Eley, Board of Directors
There is an old Talmudic saying, “It is not up to you to finish the work
but neither are you free not to take it up.” For followers of Christ, this saying
means taking up God's work of redeeming a very broken world. We will not
finish this work; God will. But it is our job, wherever we can, and in the best
way we can, to bring a touch of peace, hope, healing, and recovery to our
neighbors and to ourselves.
The Board of Love INC is particularly grateful for all the Love INC
churches that have taken up this work in their congregations and communities
and committed their resources, especially their talented people, to minister to
our Juneau neighbors. Since Love INC’s inception we have seen countless
people served, mentored, consoled, encouraged and shown love, all in the name
of Christ.
Thank you to our volunteers and staff for not feeling free to pass on your part in redemption. Thank you
for taking up the work of bringing a touch of shalom in our small corner of the world. Thank you for so
efficiently providing food, furniture, clothes, personal care kits, school supplies and household items for those
that need it most. Thank you for helping clients find and keep jobs. Thank you for helping clients better
manage their finances. Thank you for bringing hope by encouraging our clients and by walking alongside
them. Most of all, thank you for praying. Thank you for praying for God's best for our clients. Through prayer
we believe that we will continue this work until that great day when Christ makes everything right and glorious.
And we, with a great shout, can lay our work down once and for all.

Join the Love INC Board

Current Board Members

The time has arrived for us to elect new
board members for 2014! Is God calling
you to serve Love INC in this capacity?
Prayerfully consider and speak to one of our
current board members. We desire to have
more of our partner churches represented on
the board.

Wendy Menze, President, Faith Lutheran
David Eley, Vice President, Chapel by the Lake
Irene Gallion, Secretary, Calvary Fellowship
Tom Williams, Treasurer, Chapel by the Lake
Don Habeger, Juneau Christian Center
Bruce Morley, Northern Light United
Barbara Sandberg, Glacier Valley Baptist
Pastor David Swofford, First Church of God
Lesley Thompson, Chapel by the Lake
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Welcome to our
Relational Ministry
Coordinator

Pastors and Secretary
Luncheon
On September 10, we held our Pastor and
Secretary luncheon at Valley Church. We had 17
churches represented—what a blessing! Over
lunch we discussed around our tables the various
ways that God has been working in our ministries
and churches. After lunch we discussed Love
INC’s Relational Ministry model and heard a
testimony from Kara Nelson. We said goodbye to
Pastor Pat Brayton who has served Juneau for 38
years. Thank you to all the churches that
attended. It was a joy to spend time together!
Thank you to Gerry Donahoe for preparing our
delicious lunch!

Samantha Dye
In July, I joined Love
INC staff as the Relational
Ministry Coordinator. The
past few months have been a
learning experience and an
adventure! My background
is in International
Development and
Organizational Development.
I worked for many years with
InterVarsity/USA in South Africa doing campus
ministry and trainings. More recently, I worked with
an international development organization on a project
in Afghanistan. I moved to Juneau in November
2012.
Relational Ministry helps Love INC churches
and volunteers transform (with God’s help) the lives
of Love INC clients who are in chronic need. Love
INC Juneau has an established Clearinghouse and Gap
Ministries. In some situations, these ministries are
sufficient to meet a person’s needs and to transform
their lives, but in many cases they are not—
particularly for those people in chronic need or
without the skill or support systems in place to enable
them to escape their situations.
Relational Ministry is the next step for caring
for our clients and our community. We have ventured
into Relational Ministry already with various classes
that we’ve offered in the past few years. To build
Relational Ministry further, we need a foundation of
partner churches and volunteers who are trained to go
deeper with our clients, to ask the tough questions, and
to hold them accountable. Our hope is to train several
Christian volunteers from many different churches to
walk alongside people in need for an extended period
(one year or more) in order to help them overcome
their problems and move toward self-sufficiency.
GET INVOLVED: In order to better discern
where God is calling and leading us in the area of
Relational Ministry, I would like to have a group of 34 volunteers meet with me weekly at the Love INC
office to pray for our clients, our trainings, our
mentors, and our future. Please consider if God is
calling you to be a part of this team… and then let me
know if He is. Thanks!

Shepherd of the Valley
Summer Food Program

Karen Stumpf
I had an amazing experience with the
Shepherd of the Valley summer food program. We
had between 30-50 children from the neighborhood
daily from 12noon till 2pm Monday through Friday.
I was a little nervous (more like a lot) when I was
asked to be the head cook on Mondays. As time
passed, I became more relaxed and enjoyed the
opportunity to help with the program. I also noticed
that as we got into a pattern the children grew in
their response. At first they would hardly talk, and
manners, like please and thank you, did not come to
all unless they were prompted. As the weeks went
by I noticed more relaxed children talking to adults,
playing with others and eating the food prepared.
Many came up later to get seconds and said it was
good. What else could be more pleasing to the ears
of a cook?
There was a young boy, maybe 8-10 years of
age, who was a part of our summer food program
who ended up coming to our services on Sunday
morning. He walked to church all alone. It was
wonderful and he has come every Sunday and there
are now a couple more boys attending. The Church
has greeted them warmly and people help them read
the bulletin and find the songs in the hymnal. God
Bless all who participated in this faith growing
experience. I especially feel like I had an amazing
time.
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Thoughts from our Summer Clearinghouse
Coordinators
Stephanie Gordon and Janice Peyton
It has been a great pleasure to share the responsibility of
filling in as the Clearinghouse Coordinator these past 4 months at
Love INC. We have been blessed by seeing how the Lord is
working in and through people. It’s amazing to know something
is happening but it is another thing to watch, help, and be a small
part of the workings of an organization that truly cares about
people that are in need. We’ve watched volunteers and staff,
varying in age from retired to a young mom with 3 boys, answer
the phones, get information to help with resources, share words
of encouragement, and pray for and with clients.
We have a list of volunteers from 20+ local churches who give of their time in various ways. Some
volunteer at the office, others act as their church’s ministry coordinator (CMC), some are on a call list when
food or linens need to be delivered, and some give of their time to perform administrative duties, help with the
auction, routinely deliver furniture, etc. If you volunteer weekly or once or twice a year, THANK YOU. It is a
blessing to see requests come into the Clearinghouse, prayers go out and God’s people answer the tug on their
heart to meet a need.
It is very unusual for clients to come to the Love INC Clearinghouse, as we receive most of our requests
by phone. A young lady showed up this summer at the Clearinghouse and asked for money. We explained that
what we have to give is what people in the community have shared with us. Sometimes we are on the phone
with clients who are distressed because they have to wait two weeks to receive a food box. There are many
people in our small city of Juneau that don’t have enough food, clothing, beds, sheets, blankets, diapers and
more. So at church on Sunday while reading the bulletin with Love INC needs, instead of just reading about the
needs, we now have a greater appreciation of how our clients’ needs have been and can be filled by the church
community.
Thank you for your part in helping us help others! We strongly encourage you to volunteer. Sign up on
your churches “Talent Tithe” list or call the Love INC office to see where we can plug you in. The joys and
rewards are immediate and eternal! Please stop by our Clearinghouse office. It would be a pleasure to show
you around!

Bags of Love
THANK YOU to the children of Chapel by the Lake’s
Vacation Bible School who collected money and items
for our Bags of Love! Our Bags of Love Ministry is
designed to help ease the transition for children who
are removed from their homes by the Office of
Children’s Services. The bags are homemade extralarge pillowcases filled with items that will be their
very own: a handmade blanket, a stuffed toy, pajamas,
slippers/socks, books, personal care items, coloring
books, a flash light and age-appropriate games and
toys. What a great way for children to care for other
children in Juneau.
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Save the Dates
Love INC Auction
November 22, 2013
Chapel by the Lake, 7:00-9:00pm

Mentor Training
December 5, 2013
Love INC Office, 7:00-8:30pm

Michael W. Smith Concert
July 9, 2014
Location and time TBA

eNewsletters!
Love INC is moving to enewsletters. If you would
like to receive the latest
happenings by e-mail, please
let us know at
loveinc@alaska.net. We will
add you to our list!

